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SUBJECT: VOLUNTARY BEEF RESTRAINT PROGRAM 

REF: A) DUBLIN 1052 
B) DUBLIN 1082 

1. LOERKE, US DESK OFFICER IN THE EC COMMISSION DIRECTORATE GENERAL 
FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS, TOLD US THAT SOAMES AND LARDINOIS HAD PER- 
SONALLY, ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION, APPROVED IRELAND'S SIGNING OF 
THE BEEF VOLUNTARY RESTRAINT AGREEMENT WITH THE US. LOERKE SAYS THAT 
COMMISSION APPROVAL IS SUFFICIENT TO ALLOW IRELAND TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE BEEF AGREEMENT. APPROVAL WAS REPORTED TO THE JUNE 18 SESSION OF 
THE BEEF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. THE 
GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND, ACCORDING TO LOERKE, HAS ALREADY BEEN INFORMED. 


2. LOERKE SAID THE COMMISSION'S APPROVAL IS EXPLICITLY FOR ONE YEAR. 

THE COMMISSION MAY BE EXPECTED TO TAKE A HARDER LOOK AT RENEWAL OF 
THE US AGREEMENT WITH THE GOI WITH A VIEW TO OBTAINING A LARGER SHARE 
OF THE US MARKET FOR IRISH BEEF. 
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3. CONTRARY TO KEARNS' OBSERVATIONS, THE COMMISSION HAS NOT 
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BEEN AND WILL NOT BE INVOLVED IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH USEC ON 
THIS ISSUE, NOR WILL THE EC COMMISSION BE A SIGNATORY TO 
THE AGREEMENT. GREENWALD 
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